Professional Biography

Brenda J. Otterson

Brenda Otterson was raised in southern Illinois where she attended Rend Lake College prior to accepting a staff position in the U.S. Congress in 1970.  During the 1970’s and 1980’s, she worked in successively more senior Capitol Hill staff positions for Congressman J. Herbert Burke of Florida, Congressman Samuel L. Devine of Ohio, Congressman Eldon Rudd of Arizona and Congressman Walter B Jones, Sr. of North Carolina,.  In 1994, she resumed her Capitol Hill career, serving the 1st District of Tennessee as special projects director for Congressman James H. Quillen, as legislative director & chief of staff for Congressman Bill Jenkins and chief of staff for Congressman David Davis until her retirement in 2009. After 28 years working in the U.S. Congress, Ms. Otterson now operates her own federal legislative representation firm, Otterson LLC and is a legislative consultant to American Maritime Officers Service.  

Ms. Otterson has been a key staff person in moving forward important legislative issues. She possesses a comprehensive knowledge of the federal legislative process, the national political process and federal agency policies and procedures. Ms. Otterson has served as President of the Bi-partisan House Chiefs of Staff Association, is presently a member of the Board of Governors of the Capitol Hill Club and also serves on the board of directors of the House Chiefs of Staff Alumni Association. 

